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jute packing material of all kinds, the temptation to devote
a great deal of thought and capital to safeguarding India's
stranglehold on a major share of the trade is immense.
Late June 1949 indicated how wise it would have been for
everyone concerned to yield to temptation and like it. The
threat by Pakistan to withhold her raw jute from India and
to sell it elsewhere, is a reminder of how precarious has
become the foundation of that major industry.
Outside interested circles, however, Indian opinion seems
to be chiefly influenced by more exciting new ventures than
by the bolstering of established industries. It is the selection
of priorities for such new departures that will cause the
headaches.
Enormous strides were made by the Indian steel industry
during the Second World War. The industry, which is in
effect the Tata company, had been moving forward steadily
even before the outbreak of war. From the day the firm,
founded by the enterprising Parsee, Jamsetji Tata, produced
its first ingot of steel in 1918, it had widened its range of
products to increasingly high quality materials. That
process had reached the stage of high-tensile steels. It was
from the Tata works that the steel came for the construction
of the Howrah Bridge at Calcutta, which rates as the third
largest cantilever span in the world. War-time necessity
gave the drive a vastly increased urgency. Armour plating,
stainless steels for surgical instruments, special grades for air-
craft bombs, and permanent magnet steel sfor electrical work
poured from the plants, in a variety which has effectively
blinded the majority of Indians to the fact that India as
yet produces only about one per cent of the world output.
They see visions of vast automobile, locomotive, and
machinery workshops, based on the steel foundries, acting
as the supply centre not only for India but for the whole of
the Far East.
Steel from Indian factories was used for military purposes
during the last war. It must therefore be assumed that it